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Rabies and Australian bat lyssavirus 

POST-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS (PEP) INFORMATION FOR CACHE STOCK HOLDERS

• Rabies and Australian bat lyssavirus (ABLV) exposures should be managed as per the 

CDNA National Guidelines for Public Health Units and the Rabies and other Lyssavirus 

chapter in the Australian Immunisation Handbook.

• All use of rabies stock needs approval by public health. However, as stock is held on site, 

it can be administered immediately following approval.

• Advice, support and approval is available from a Public Health Physician. Call 9222 8588 

during office hours or 9328 0553 after hours.

Process Flowchart

• Apply first aid measures, as required.

• Obtain exposure history.

• Consider tetanus immunisation/other infections.

• Consider medical history including pre-exposure 

prophylaxis, egg allergy or immunocompromise.

• Classify exposure at Category I, II, or III.

• Consider if valid HRIG or vaccine doses have already 

given for this exposure (e.g. overseas).

• Follow appropriate flowchart in AIH and refer to CDNA 

guidelines.

• Call MCDC or on-call Public Health Physician to 

approve use of on-site HRIG and/or vaccine

• Refer to AIH and CDNA guidelines for dosing, 

schedule and administration information. 

• See CDCD administration fact sheet

• Complete MCDC online exposure and order form: 

Rabies virus and other lyssaviruses exposure 

assessment form (health.wa.gov.au)

• Select ‘pre-stocked site’ to see the full form

• Note that this form is only actioned Monday to 

Friday, 0830 to 1700, excluding public holidays. If 

you need PEP urgently outside of hours, advise the 

on-call public health doctor via 9328 0553

• If subsequent doses will be given at another clinic 

(e.g. patient’s usual GP), order these doses for 

‘subsequent provider’

• If you need an order urgently (within 2 days), select 

“Urgent” in online order form and include any 

delivery timeframe requirements. 

Patient with rabies exposure attends 

cache site/clinic

Doctor assesses for PEP 

requirements

Cache site/clinic gives required dose 

of PEP (vaccine plus/minus HRIG) 

using cache stock

Cache site/clinic completes exposure 

form and requests replacement stock 

(current plus subsequent doses)

MCDC reviews/processes request and 

sends to Onelink

Onelink delivers replacement 

vaccine/HRIG stock to clinic/site

Patient completes PEP course 
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