
Choose

Locate airway

Melker 5.0 Cuffed 
Seldinger Technique

SCGH Emergency Department Surgical Airway Pathway
Can’t Intubate Can’t Oxygenate (CICO)

Scalpel, bougie
Cannula cricothyroidotomy

/ cannula tracheotomy

NO

Extend neck
Palpable airway anatomy?

Railroad size 6 
cuffed ET tube

Cannula – blind or ultrasound 
guided if immediate & expert

Open – Scalpel & fingers

OR

Consider
Wake / other 
upper airway 
techniques

OR

YES

Oxygenate & 
stablise

Oxygenate & stablise


