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Radiology Procedure for Imaging Pregnant Patients - Flowchart 
Procedure may result in fetal dose of 1mSv or higher

and/or
Iodine or Gadolinium contrast agent required

Non Urgent

Confirm pregnancy 
status if female 
aged 16 to 50. 

Record in patients 
notes, RIS and 
request form  

If you can not 
confirm, 

responsibility for 
imaging lies with 

the referring doctor 
or radiologist

Pregnant?

Yes
No

Informed consent in 
writing. (Patient 

signature)

Prior to procedure, 
estimate made and 

recorded of the 
fetal dose and risks 

explained to the 
patient and referrer.

A radiologist MUST 
be consulted prior 

to all lower 
abdomen exams on 
pregnant patients

Medical 
Emergency / Urgent

Female aged 16 to 
50 and unable to 

exclude pregnancy

Consultation with a 
radiologist, or if not 
possible, member of 
the treating medical 

team.

Written record of 
the consultation on 

the referral form

If situation 
immediately life-
threatening, the 

consultation 
requirement may be 

waived. 

A radiologist MUST 
be consulted prior 

to all lower 
abdomen exams on 
pregnant patients

Imaging modalities 
not requiring the 

use of ionising 
radiation to be 

considered first for 
pregnant patients

Proceed with Exam

Proceed with Exam

Proceed with Exam

A complete record of the number of exposures, image sizes and factors used 
for each exposure, must be retained to allow for subsequent fetal dose 

assessment

YesYes NoNo

If patient is 
pregnant, told the 

risk of harm to fetus 
is neglibible

Informed consent 
can be obtained 

verbally and noted 
on RIS

Proceed with Exam

Written record of 
the consultation on 

the referral form

Pregnant or possibly 
pregnant patient

Confirmed patient is 
not pregnant 

Proceed with Exam

Imaging modalities not 
requiring the use of 

ionising radiation to be 
considered first for 
pregnant patients

   


